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Alpha Rev 

The Greatest Thing I’ve Ever Learned
Self-released

Readers of SOUNDCHECK will be familiar with Austin’s Alpha Rev and their distinctive brand
of melodic rock.  Thanks to a lineup that includes violin and cello, in addition to the usual
complement of guitar, bass, drums and keyboards, this band creates luscious orchestral
textures.  Their new album, The Greatest Thing I’ve Ever Learned, does this and more; it

demonstrates lyrical harmonies and rich instrumental accompaniments.

The album begins majestically with “China Sunrise”.  Frontman Casey McPherson’s warm
melodic vocals display self-doubt and vulnerability: “the sun it runs straight in you”.  Candy

Sanders does an exquisite job with the backing vocals.  The next track, “Wedding Day”, takes us upbeat with a surprising keyboard
interlude at the end that sounds like Bach by way of Wendy Carlos.  McPherson’s melodic gift is further displayed in “Colder
Months”, a beautifully understated ballad with the evocative lyrics “These thoughts of pain/don’t make a sound/keep us hidden in

the lost and found”.  “Phoenix Burn” showcases Dorian Colbert on drums, with his off-beat rhythms reflecting the unsettled feeling
of the lyrics, “I need a peace with understanding/trying to find a softer landing”.   The later track “When Did I Wake Up” has a
similar groove, with a rock solid bass line by Alex Dunlap. 

A real highlight of the album is “Stuck in a Crowd”.  A song full of contrast, it features adventurous keyboard electronics and
muffled vocals in the verse, while the chorus combines fuzz guitar with McPherson’s soaring vocals.  “The Beauty of Falling Down”,

a massive power ballad with a lyrical guitar solo in the vein of Pink Floyd’s “Comfortably Numb”, is a showstopper, while the
Beatles-esque harmonies and lush string arrangements on “Big Blow” would make George Martin proud.  This and other songs
show violinist Brian Batch and cellist Dave Wiley off to great advantage.  

A sense of loss and being lost pervades the melancholy penultimate track, “Star of Wonder”, which is followed by the hope and
redemption of the final “Get Out”.  This track brings us a long way from the initial self-doubt of “China Sunrise”.  Instead of seeing
the sun in the other person, McPherson sings with self-confidence that “the sunshine is a blanket/the blue sky is a statement”. 

Fans of Radiohead, Keane, Travis, Jeff Buckley and Starsailor will find much to love about this album.  Mention must also be made of
Daniel Perlaky’s beautiful album artwork, which is reminiscent of Nick Bantock’s (Griffin and Sabine) collage style.  
 
- E. Galand
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1. Interpol - Our Love to Ad...

2. Nick Drake - Fruit Tree B...

3. Innerpartysystem - The Do...

4. Jens Lekman - Night Fall...

5. American Steel - Destroy ...

6. The Jaguar Club - Ceci n...

7. Master/Slave - The Expens...

8. Georgie James - Places

9. The Antlers - In the Atti...

10. Steel Train - Trampoline

11. Cheyenne - The Whale

12. Radiohead - In Rainbows

13. Richard Youngs - Autumn ...

14. Kurt Cobain About a Son

15. Montag - Going Places

16. Phosphorescent - Pride

17. Paul Duncan - Above the T...

18. Film School - Hideout

19. David Shrigley’s Worried ...

20. Various Artists - Turn 3

21. Uncut - Modern Currencies

22. Dust Galaxy - Dust Galaxy...

23. New Idea Society - The Wo...

24. Citay - Little Kingdom

25. Uh Huh Her - I See Red E...

26. Frightened Rabbit - Sing ...

27. Animal Collective - Straw...

28. Beirut - The Flying Club ...

29. The Octopus Project - Hel...

30. Okkervil River - The Stag...

31. Broken Social Scene Prese...

32. Zookeeper - Becoming All ...

33. New Pornographers - Chall...

34. Dirty Projectors - Rise A...

35. Simian Mobile Disco - Att...

36. The Fiery Furnaces - Wido...

37. Earlimart - Mentor Tormen...

38. Rilo Kiley - Under the Bl...

39. Office - A Night at the R...

40. Dan Deacon - Spiderman of...

Back To Black 
[Explicit]...
Amy Winehouse
New $8.99!
Best $8.99!

One Man Band
James Taylor
New $7.99!
Best $7.99!

Christmas With The 
Rat P...
The Rat Pack
New $6.99!
Best $6.99!

Drastic Fantastic
KT Tunstall
New $5.99!
Best $5.99!

American Gangster 
[Expli...
Jay-Z
New $7.99!
Best $7.99!

White Christmas
Bing Crosby
New $5.47!
Best $5.47!
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