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Sure enough, there are echoes of the Liverpool legends all
over the disc, from the layered acoustic guitars fleshing out the
sound on "Saints" to the sheer pop catchiness of "Stop." But
the writer manages to throw in curveballs throughout; chords
that don't resolve where you think they will, time changes, and
funky instrumentation that seems almost too complicated to
work - but does. Purkeypile explains that "It's kind of like
watching TV: I'm searching for a bit that keeps me interested,
but after awhile Il just get bored, and it has to not only
surprise ME, but kind of surprise the listener. | see three
minutes as my palette, y'know, and I'm trying to work as many
ideas as | have into that without getting off-track and losing
myself in the process." With as much care that goes into the
melodies, Purkeypile states that the lyrics are purposely vague
and poetic. "l never write about one thing or person. It's not a
Nashville, 9-5 kind of thing for me. It's more about trying to
understand why | am the way that | am. | mean, for most of
these songs, | don't know what they're about. Maybe someone
who hears one might get something from it - hopefully not a
headache!"

The musician is philosophical in describing how his band has
evolved, saying that "I know there's tons of bands out there
that are going out there doing the same kind of thing that we're
doing, but | think part of what's made us different is that we've
been stuck here in Austin, TX for the past five years. We've
always felt like outsiders here...and for all of us, it's all about
the music we grew up listening to. My main thing has always
been that wave of English influences." Those are influences
that he shares with his band mates, and while Purkeypile
writes the material for the band, he explains that it is very
much a collaborative process.

"When | write a song, I'll do a demo for my own personal [use],
just to hear how it sounds, maybe show it to the rest of the
guys. But definitely, even from the earliest days, writing songs
and bringing them to Sean and Chris...who've really been my
biggest support. They've definitely been the guys that have
pushed me to get it out there. And when | take it to them and
we work on it as a band, that's really when it begins to make
sense. Working on this record in the studio, that was real
enjoyable for me, having a full band. In the past it was just the
three of us and we were always together, and believed in what
we were doing, but it was just impossible to pull a lot of it off.
Because a lot of the songs I'd write on piano, and they'd have
all these harmonies, layered organs and mellotrons on it, and
we just couldn't pull it off live. So now it's great to work on
something and be able to know that we can go out and
perform it."

When he's asked about the band's plans for 2007, Purkeypile
doesn't miss a beat and jokes, "Well, we'll probably just break
up! [Laughs]. No, the record just came out last month, so we're
still trying to get as much press as possible, we've been
shopping a bunch to college radio and magazines and that
kind of thing, as well as management. And I'd like us to get a
good team together. Hopefully by the summer of next year, we
can start working on the next record. That's what I'd like." Full
of enthusiasm, Purkeypile concludes that the band is "...real
happy with the record, we're excited about it, we're glad to
have it done, and it's such a relief for me as a writer to be able
to move on past it and be able to concentrate on the recent
stuffl"

~ Neal Alpert
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THE ALICE ROSE's PHONOGRAPHIC MEMORY is available
now.
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