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Sound Off: The Alice Rose

Sound Off

As far as pure classic pop albums go, last year’s
Phonographic Memory from the Alice Rose is as
good as anything Austin has to offer. Behind the
upbeat harmonies and high-pitching, bittersweet
vocals of JoDee Purkeypile bubbles a Beatles lilt and
traces of Big Star, impressive arrangements
couched in accessible and catchy tunes. But the
songs open up in more directions than simple pop,
the keys balancing moments of bigger guitars and
constant contortions that keep the music from
settling. Although the group has been together for
six years (and the members much longer than
that), Phonographic Memory is their first offering
and they are already preparing their follow-up. You
can catch them this Saturday at Emo’s Lounge
opening for Tammany Hall Machine, Red Monroe,
and Future Clouds and Radar.

Photo by Adam Stockstill

Profile : The Alice Rose

Year Formed: 
2001

Members/Instruments played:
JoDee Purkeypile (Vocals and Guitar), Sean Crooks
(Bass and Vocals), Chris Sensat (Drums and
Percussion), Brendan Rogers (Keyboards and
Vocals), and Colin Slagle (Lead Guitar)

Former Bands/Side Projects: 
PigGie Hat (1997-2000), which was a band I had
with Sean, Chris, and our chum Paul Murray. We
put out one record, which we recorded at Congress
House, where we seven years later made
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Sound Picks

CD Release Shows This Week

Kissinger: Underwater - Saturday,
April 26 (Emo's Lounge)
w/ The Alice Rose/ Hello, Lover/
DJ Hip Williams
Show: 10:00pm Cover: $5

Nelo: Nelo - Saturday, April 26
(Antone's)
w/ Francis
Show: 9:00pm Cover: $10

Our Favorites This Week
Also see Showlist Austin for more
listings

Monday, April 21

The Shackletons/ She Sir/ DJ
Dexter Rose - (Beauty Bar)
Show: 10:00pm

James Intveld - (Continental Club)
Show: 10:00pm Cover: $5

Tuesday, April 22

VHS or Beta/ Tigercity/ The Black
and White Years - (Parish)
Doors: 9:00pm Cover: $15

Aurora Plastics Co./ Douglas
Ferguson/ Petals/ ECFA - (Salvage
Vangaurd)
Show: 8:00pm Cover: $5

Pinetop Perkins/ Willie "Big Eye"
Smith/ Derek O'Brien/ Chris
Layton/ Gary Clark Jr./ Scott
Nelson - (Antone's)
Show: 8:00pm Cover: $12
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Austin Sound

Austin Sound is dedicated
to covering Austin's music
scene with in-depth news,
reviews, features and
upcoming show
information.

If you have news, pictures
or reviews of shows, or a
new album for review,
we'd love to hear from
you. Contact Us or check
out our Myspace page.
More information about
Austin Sound.

Comments, rebuttals, and
additions are welcome and
may be posted
anonymously or by
registering. Offensive
posts will be removed.

All mp3's are available
legally on the web or
provided with permission
by the artist
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Phonographic Memory, with Mark Hallman, and an
EP before we took a year off and I began to write
different material. Then we formed The Alice Rose.
Planet Rye Co (2001-present) is a psychdelic-art-
experimental project we've been involved with on
the side since the earliest days of the band. Rye Co
has around 17 albums recorded for Emerald Wood
Records, and we all write and contribute songs to
that, which has always kept the Alice Rose thing
fresh.

Albums:
Phonographic Memory (2006, Emerald Wood
Records) is our first album. We're working on
releasing a single by this Fall, so we're looking for a
label. We're well set to record another full length.
We've just been trying to find some decent
management or an adoring record label. You know
where to find us, Mr. Big.

Influences:
Strange music, strange women, evening, sex,
Autumn, etc.

Strangest comment or comparison ever made
about your music:
Whatever people think of us is up to them. We've
been called powerpop, which I always think sounds
dumb. I think of a gymnasium or an arena when I
hear that. Big power chords and shit like that. We
get a lot of comparisons to the years 1978 and
1982. It all sucks, and it is all strange to me.

Favorite local bands:
We've got lots of enemies, I'll tell you that. No
matter how mean and tough and cruel they all are,
we still love those Jungle Rockers. Those young
men sure do drink a lot of alcohol, though. Other
fab gear picks of 2007? A Crack in the Wall, The
Come Latelys, The Doom Creatures, Mike Johns,
and the late great Red Williams. What a sad story,
but who can say what the future holds?

Favorite local venue:
Oh, I guess it would have to be Gino's. I mean,
they just can't be beat for grim lighting. We also
dig Emo's, Mohawk, and Ruta Maya. Lately I've
been skulking around the woods, looking a friend
and some fire.

Upcoming shows scheduled:
We'll be at Emo's Lounge August 4th. We're also
taking part in the 1967 Hoot to be held at Ruta
Maya August 25, and we'll be performing an
undisclosed '67 track August 21 live on KLBJ's Local
Licks, so everyone tune in to that.

Shows over the next month that you're excited
to see:
A Crack in the Wall will be at Carousel Lounge
August 8. It could be their final appearance ever, so
I am taping their live album. I'm calling it
PLASTERED.

Some of your favorite albums from the past
year:
I haven't listened to much. I sure haven't. Jack is
quite the dull boy, these days.

Ideal band (past or present) to open for on a
national tour:
I wish we could have had Harry Partch on the bill.
Maybe him or The Shaggs. We might have settled

Wednesday, April 23

Lomita/ The Steps/ Tighten Up
DJs - (Beauty Bar)
Show: 10:00pm

Rush - (Frank Erwin Center)
Show: 7:30 Cover: $45-$95

Thursday, April 24

Mr. Lewis and the Funeral 5/
Friends of Dean Martinez/ Insect
Fable - (Mohawk)
Show: 10:00pm

Filter/ Sounds Under Radio -
(Stubb's)
Doors: 7:00pm Cover: $21

Prom Nite/ Camp X-Ray/ Prayer
for Animals/ Watching the Moon -
(Emo's Inside)
Show: 10:00pm

Friday, April 25

Belaire/ Elf Power/ The Black &
White Years/ Loxsly/ Yellow
Fever/ Masonic - (Mohawk)
Show: 10:00pm

Brothers and Sisters/ Headdress/
Poor People/ Forever Changes
(United States Art Authority)
Show: 8:00pm Cover: $10

The Silver Pines/ State Bird/ Dana
Falconbery - (Hole in the Wall)
Show: 10:00pm Cover: $5

Transmography/ La Snacks/
Moses and the Burning Bush/
Ume - (Club Deville)
Show: 10:30pm

Pataphysics/ Basic/ Shapes Have
Fangs/ Prince Klassen - (Beauty
Bar)
Show: 10:00pm

Amplified Heat/ Big Green
Machine/ Scorpion Child -
(Trophy's)
Show: 10:00pm Cover: $7

Crash Gallery/ Taunto/ The
Politics/ Sputnik Monroe - (Emo's
Lounge)
Show: 10:00pm

David Allan Coe/ Texas Renegade
- (Stubb's)
Doors: 7:00pm Cover: $24

Saturday, April 26

Til Were Blue or Destroy/ Frank
Smith/ Golden Bear/ Bronze Age -
(Mohawk)
Show: 10:00pm

Sunset/ Reverse X Rays/ Half
Texan - (Hole in the Wall)
Show: 10:00pm Cover: $5

The Crack Pipes/ Dikes of Holland/
Teen Sensations (Beerland)
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for the 13 Floor Elevators, maybe. Just so I could
have seen them, right in their prime, about Spring
1967, or even right after Easter Everywhere came
out in late '67.

Austin Sound question:
What's your favorite Phonographic Memory?
I fell on my head when I was a kid. I was crawling
on all fours, howling at the moon, and screaming
bloody murder. I also remember hearing "I Call
Your Name" by the Beatles when I was 4 or 5. I
remember blowing up my dad's speakers when I
was a kid. I remember being on acid at a Robert
Plant and Jimmy Page concert in 1994 and seeing
all this rotten neon green meat hanging from the
ceiling of Frank Erwin. Sean was there, too, I found
out later, and he remembers nothing up there.
Rotting-pumping-weird-seaweed-messed-up-
meat-junk, waaaaay high up there.

Song Introduction:
"Wisteria" I wrote in the Fall of 2005. I had it my
mind this image of a field somewhere in West
Texas, and it was like the ultimate field; this
strange, pastoral, gothic Americana autumn night
with a full moon. I don't know where I went after
that. Things got weird. I definitely remember
writing it. I still have the working tape of it and it
sounds like Simon and Garfunkel. There’s a Native
American element in there. There's a Lovecraft
vibe, too.

Sound Off:
I've always felt like we were meant to exist in the
1960's, and that we were all killed back then and
are reincarnated now, doomed in this abomination
of a time we're living in. It's often weird to think
about how long Sean, Chris, and I have been
together; 11 years ! That's a fucking long time. I
mean, we've never been part of the trend, or just
some silly indie rock thing, or whatever; we've had
to get where we're at by ourselves, and I think
we're due some sort of divine thing for that alone.
I have no clue where our music is headed. Lately,
it's been heading towards a darker way, but
methinks it's since the fall is coming. I don't know
what real power and influence music has over
anybody these days. It used to mean a lot. That
said, I'm often wondering whether or not Louisiana
people have eyelids that close vertically, like a
Fishuman. Gills? I don't know. I was just thinking
about it. Brendan and his fiance have this really
nice house in Hyde Park. It's not haunted, but
there's still time to render that. I think I'll go read
and then maybe play some piano. It's raining
outside. Thank you, Austin Sound, and goodbye to
you as well, John/Jane Reader. I hope this has
made your life worth living.

Mp3s from Phonographic Memory:
Wisteria
Stop

Websites:
www.thealicerose.com
Myspace

» add new comment

Best album of 2006
Submitted by Brian T. (not verified) on Fri, 2007-08-17

Teen Sensations (Beerland)
Show: 10:00pm

Magnet School/ Summer
Wardrobe/ The Naysays - (Club
Deville)
Show: 10:00pm

Graham Weber - (Cactus Cafe)
Show: 9:00pm

Sunday, April 27

Caribou/ Fuck Buttons - (Emo's
Outside)
Show: 10:00pm Cover: $15

The Harlequins/ Colour Wheel/
Brothers O’Hair - (Mohawk)
Show: 10:00pm

Steve Earle/ Allison Moorer
(Paramount Theater)
Show: 7:30pm Cover: $34

Check out more show listings on
the Austin Sound/Do512 Event
Calendar at the bottom of the
front page!
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08:40.

In my humble opinion, Phonographic Memory was the best
album to come out of Austin in the past 5 years...that
includes any genre...not just classic pop. I like the fact that
Austin critics don't get this album. That's a bonus in my
book.

-Brian
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